March XX, 2008

The Honorable John Cornyn
United States Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-4304

Via Fax: (202) 228-2856
Dear Senator Cornyn,

The cross border trucking program, as outlined under the North American Free Trade Agreement  (NAFTA), is of great importance to our community.  As such, (INSERT COMPANY NAME) is requesting your assistance in fulfilling our nation’s commitments under NAFTA.  Through that agreement, the U.S. and Mexico committed to grant access to U.S. and Mexican trucks to the border states by 1995 and full access beginning in 2000.  Regrettably these provisions did not begin until 2007 and only on a temporary basis through a pilot program.  

Opponents of a cross border trucking program with Mexico most often site safety concerns as their reasoning for not fulfilling the commitment under NAFTA.  Highway safety is a vital concern to all citizens, which is why we support a pilot program that provides a methodical and phased-in approach to full implementation, allowing both governments to adequately coordinate inspections and prove-out the viability of such a program.  As of August 4, 2008, 27 Mexican carriers operating 100 vehicles and 10 U.S. carriers operating 55 vehicles are participating in the demonstration project.  The Mexican carriers have made 1,287 trips into the U.S. interior and the U.S. carriers have made 2,311 trips into the Mexican interior.  Today, evidence suggests that U.S. carriers have benefited more than their Mexican counterparts with 79.6% more cross-border deliveries.  To date, there have been zero (0) accidents and/or crashes by trucks participating in this program.  More data needs to be collected, but currently the pilot program has proven successful and most importantly safe, and should be continued.

The cross border trucking program creates an environment for foreign direct investment (FDI) and Texas leads the country in FDI.  Over the past 5 years, FDI into the US has been steadily increasing and in Texas it supports 92,600 manufacturing jobs and 341,200 total jobs.  Those jobs pay 32% more than the national average.  Add to this the fact that China recently created a $100B investment corporation with intent to invest those funds in countries like the US, a cross border trucking program will assist in attracting those companies to San Antonio which can be used as a base of operations and distribution.  Global changes with fuel costs, increasing wages in China, and concerns over quality assurance are leading many companies to move manufacturing back to the U.S.. Cross border trucking will create an environment in which more companies can locate to San Antonio and Texas in general.

We are seeking your support of legislation which will allow the continuation of the cross border trucking pilot program and its associated funding.  The continuation of the cross border trucking program is of great importance to the global competitiveness of the U.S., Texas and our company which has (Insert number of employees) employees whose families will benefit from the business and cost savings that a cross border trucking program creates.
Sincerely, 

